
Become a Better Photographer – “The Grid 80”  
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Notes from an hour long video about becoming a better photographer 
produced by the “kelbymediagroup” / “KelbyOne” in 2013 

The most important thing you have to do is to take sharp pictures.  
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Step 1: Decide what type of photographer you want to become 
Decide which type of photos you enjoy taking and write it down. 
To help you choose; 

• Think about which photos you enjoy taking 
• Listen to what others say about your images 

Step 2: Study the greats 
Find images by the best photographers in your field and study their images. 
What is it about their photos that you like? 
• Find out what they do to achieve the results by looking at the image to get 

composition and the EXIF data to find some ball park settings. 
• Think “what could I do to make my pictures like that?” 
• Aim to improve your images rather than becoming an instant star. 
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Don’t get hung up with “I’ll never be as good as that”  
Use www.flickr.com etc. to find great examples of high class images.  
Check the settings used and experiment with similar ideas. 
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Step 3: Get some training  
Invest in some training once you know what you want to achieve.  
Options include;  
• Join a club  
• Register for (free) online training *  
• Buy a book * 
• Attend workshops * 
• Take a class * 

* Check the quality of any training before committing time/money.  

Find a person or style you like and concentrate on them. 
Some I’ve found include: 
 Scott Kelby and Matt Kloskowski – You Tube & books 
 Damien Lovegrove – You Tube & videos 
 Adorama TV – You Tube with Joe McNally, Mark Wallace, Gavin Hoey 
 Bowens TV –  You Tube and web with Tony Corbell 
 Creative Live – video training with John Greengo & Lyndsay Adler 
 Karl Taylor – You Tube & videos plus free mini course 
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Step 4: Do what it takes to get the photos that you want 
    

• To get the best photos you’ll have find the right places and time.  
One way or another it’s going to cost in time and effort.  Be prepared to get 
up early in the morning, feel uncomfortable and get into unusual positions. 

• The lighting is vital for top quality shots.  
Landscapes - the only times you should shoot are around dawn and dusk.  
Portraits -  “soft” or diffused light is essential. 

• Always use a tripod once you’ve identified the best point. 
Avoid the ‘walk-up’ shot. 

The most important thing you have to do is to take sharp pictures.  
• Use Google maps/images to plan your trips and select possible locations. 
• Look at your regular schedule, check what’s nearby and allow time to visit. 
• Keep an eye out for alternative places and make a note of them. 
• You may need return to places several times until the conditions are right. 
       
       Practise the techniques close to home to avoid wasting time at the location. 
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Step 5: If you need gear get it  
• Expensive gear won’t produce great images on its own.  

A great photographer could produce an excellent shot with your camera.  
The main thing that has to improve is you.  

• However, if you need gear get it.  
Check that EXIF data and ask the good photographers for advice.  

• One thing you will need is a tripod.  
It needn’t be top of the range just hold your camera securely & keep it steady.  

Professionals use a tripod all the time so if you haven’t got one buy it. 
• Remember gear doesn’t have to be new or cost the Earth.  

Before you buy a lens think about borrowing one from a friend or renting it to 
see if it’s what you need.  

• The other “must have” is a camera release/remote – cheap ones are fine. 
    

For landscape photography you’ll need a wide angle lens and filters   
e.g. polarising, neutral density & graduated neutral density (ask your mentor).  
     

For portrait photography you’ll benefit from lighting modifiers and a prime lens 
with the equivalent focal length of about 80mm (ask your mentor).   
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Step 6: Make a portfolio & make it public  
• Build a portfolio of about 25 images.  

Making it “public” will help. This way you should get feedback about images.  
• It’s very hard to look critically at your own work.  

Enter club competitions to hear what a judge thinks - you can always ignore it. 
• On Google + create a community and call it “Portfolio”  
• Join 500px and create a portfolio 

Probably best left until you have high quality shots.  
• Join Flickr & create a gallery called “Portfolio”  
• Most importantly be selective in what you publish – 25 images.  
• If you’ve got a new top class new image decide which of other 25 to replace.  

If it’s not as good don’t add it to your portfolio.  
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Step 7: Concentrate on getting SHARP photos  
All professional images are produced this way.  
• Use a tripod and camera release every time.  
• Learn how to sharpen pictures using your software 

Ask friends at your camera club about “sharpening” images in software.  
• To get good results you need to use good software.  

If you’re serious the affordable option is Adobe Creative Cloud £8.57/month. 
This gives you the latest versions of Lightroom & Photoshop.  
Getting the appropriate book from Amazon is also a great idea.  
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Step 8: Open up opportunities by networking 
Once you’ve identified where you want to shoot you may need to get special 
access. 
• Start small and work your way up e.g.  

Take pictures of a local football team and offer them the images to use in 
advertising, if they get through a competition you may be allowed in with the 
other professional photographers etc. 
Take images of the local events and offer them to a small local paper – you 
may be asked to cover more items, if they know you are good at portraits you 
may be asked to photograph famous people visiting the area etc. 

• Try friends you’ve made at the club and workshops to get a head start. 
Sometimes they will know someone who can ask if you could be allowed in. 

• At locations talk to the people running it  
At a bird sanctuary they might let you inside the cage. 
At a motor racing circuit you might be allowed onto the grid. 

• At events ask if you can take specific images provided you offer them to the 
promoters. 
As long as you can tell them what you want to photograph and why the 
answer may well be “Yes”  
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